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Abstract

The increasing specialization of knowledge and the complexity of the security and
defense environment have confronted military organizations with new challenges
in the field of decision-making and policy-making. In these circumstances, the need
for intermediary structures that are able to establish an effective link between
specialized knowledge and decision-making power and present innovative and
strategic ideas to military managers and commanders is more than ever tangible.
Think tanks, through their key role in generating ideas, training specialized human
resources, and playing a consulting role in designing security and defense policies,
have today become vital players in promoting soft power and making macro-
military decision-making processes smarter. The present study was developed with
the aim of presenting a local and efficient model for promoting think tanks affiliated
with military organizations. Through a qualitative and comparative approach,
through a comparative analysis of the structure and function of selected national
and international think tanks, document review, qualitative content analysis, and
semi-structured interviews with managers and experts of 12 think tanks, numerous
field and documentary data were collected and examined using the method of
content analysis and validation of the findings. The results indicate that the
transition of think tanks affiliated with military organizations from insular activities
to interdisciplinary network structures, strengthening feedback mechanisms,
collective learning, utilizing new technologies, and continuous investment in
promoting specialized human capital can pave the way for improving effectiveness
in defense policymaking.
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