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1. Quadrennial Defense Review (QDR)
2. Threat-Based
3. Capacity-Based
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3. Proliferation Security Initiative (PSI)
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3. Vertical Proliferation
4. Rogue States

5. Dual-Standard
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2. Most Immediate
3. Most Extreme
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1. Vulnerable Nuclear Materials

2. New Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (New START)
3. Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty

4. Verifiable Fissile Material Cutoff Treaty
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1. The Global Threat Reduction Initiative

2. The International Nuclear Material Protection and Cooperation Program
3. 2010 Washington Nuclear Security Summit (NSS)

4. National Strategy for Counterterrorism
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1. America First
2. the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA)
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1. American Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC)
2. The Saudi American Public Relation Affairs Committee (SAPRAC)
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1. Most Extreme Circumstances
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Security Threats against Russia-Armenia Relationship in the

South Caucasus

Reza Mahmud Oghli, AmirHossein Rostami

ABSTRACT

This article seeks to address the threats against the Russia-Armenia strategic
relations in the South Caucasus. In its relations with Russia, Armenia has invariably
pursued a series of objectives such as lifting territorial blockade, shifting from
political alienation, solving economic problems at the internal level, responding to
social crises such as identity crisis, nation-state building crisis, and Karabakh crisis,
and weakening the positions of Turkey and Azerbaijan. Russia is pursuing a
balance-centric order based on hard balance in the current international system as
well as against the United States of America. In the force balance system, as it is
viewed by Russia, building an alliance with the peripheral countries is viewed as
one of the main objectives in this country’s regional policies. The results of the
research showed that Russia tries to narrow the arena of presence in the South
Caucasus for the Western countries, NATO and the rival neighbors in the region like
Turkey by consolidating and strengthening its security influence in countries of the
South Caucasus. Russia sets out to manage such gaps through activating border and
ethnic gaps between the countries of the region in line with Russia's national
interests. However, the relations between these two countries in the West Asia face
security threats and limitations, which are addressed in this article. The theoretical
framework in this research is "defensive realism", the research method is
"analytical-descriptive”, and the means used for collecting the data is "library” and
"documentary".

KeyWords: South Caucasus, power balance; Armenia; Russia; Geopolitics
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The Geopolitical Role of the Caspian Sea in the Defense Strategy of

the Islamic Republic of Iran

Dr. Seyyed Yahya Safavi, Dr. Seyyed Ebrahim GholiZadeh, Dr. Bashir Kelari, and Dr.
Mostafa Mohammad]ani

ABSTRACT

Any country's geopolitical characteristics are among the efficient variables that
form their defense strategy and policy. In other words, strategy is greatly
influenced by geopolitical limitations and capabilities. The effect of geopolitics on
adopting suitable and effective strategies have always been a case with which
scholars in strategic studies have been mentally preoccupied, something that has
doubled during the recent years. The Caspian region is one that has an important
status in IRI's defense strategy, and has managed to attract many attentions due to
its geopolitical and geostrategic advantages. It follows that efficient and suitable
defense policies and strategies can be configured in this region by having
knowledge of the Caspian region via geopolitical analysis. The present research
aims to study and explain the geopolitical status of the Caspian Sea in LR.I defense
strategy. This research is applied in terms of objective, and has been conducted
with analytical-descriptive method. Also, the required data and information have
been gathered with library (books, publications and internet) and questionnaire
method. The findings of the research showed that the Caspian Sea plays an efficient
and important role in consolidating national power and promoting IRI's defense
strategy due to having unique characteristics in political, economic,
communication, military, cultural, geostrategic, environmental, and law
dimensions.

KeyWords: the Islamic Republic of Iran; geopolitics; Caspian Sea; defense
strategy



The U.S. Approaches in Its Nuclear Policy towards the Islamic Republic
of Iran Based on the Documents in the Nuclear Posture Review

Report (2001-2018)

Reza Simbor, Saeid PirMohammadi, and Sajjad Najafi
ABSTRACT

Framing long-term horizons within the structure of the U.S. strategic nuclear
planning has been acquiring a significant status, specifically since the end of the
Cold War. For this reason, the nuclear posture review reports can be classified as
among the strategic planning documents that integrate nuclear weapons within the
U.S. complicated network of defense architecture. Alongside this general trend,
however, the above-mentioned documents have turned into an open space for
announcing U.S. approaches to nuclear policy before international security
environments and other countries. The main objective in the present research is to
explore U.S. nuclear policy approaches before the Islamic Republic of Iran in light of
analyzing the contents of the nuclear posture review documents that were
published in the Bush Jr. and Obama administrations as well as in the time period
after the advent of Trump administration. Based on this, the main question in the
present research is what approach the U.S. NPR documents have adopted in
relation to the Islamic Republic of Iran. The method used in the present research is
analytical-descriptive, with the required information having been collected with
documentary and library method. The findings in this article show that the U.S.
nuclear posture review report documents within the time period mentioned above
have employed a wide range of hard, soft, and smart mechanisms against the
Islamic Republic of Iran in line with meeting the U.S. national security objectives.

KeyWords: nuclear policy; the United States of America; Iran; nuclear posture
review report (NPR)
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Missile Capability in Islamic Republic of Iran’s Policy in the West

Asia (2001-2018)

Dr. Seyyad Jalal Dehghani FiruzAbadi and Mojtaba Azizi Besati
ABSTRACT

The tumultuous security environment in the West Asia has characteristics that
cause ballistic missiles with collective efficiency and effectiveness to be able to
serve as an equalizer to work like a key against military advantages and
quantitative and qualitative advantages on the part of other countries. For this very
reason, the Islamic Republic of Iran has turned to adopting a defense self-
sufficiency approach against regional and trans-regional threats, focusing on
strengthening its indigenous ballistic missile capability in light of its war
experiences with the Baathist Iraq as well as considering the international
sanctions on purchasing and procuring modern military weapons. The main
question in this article is, "What status does missile have in .R.I's security policy in
the West Asia?" The basis for answering this question is the neo-realistic theory,
where this hypothesis set forth: Due to unique advantages and characteristics that
exist in missiles as well as the obstacles and limitations that originate from
international sanctions, the Islamic Republic of Iran has started to strengthen its
indigenous ballistic missile capability (short-intermediate-and long-range) in order
to preserve power balance and to prevent the formation of regional hegemony.
Serving as a spine for the defense policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, ballistic
missiles count as the most important means for this country to achieve regional
power balance. This research is of qualitative type, being based on analytical-
descriptive method and a deep interview with 19 of the elites. Also, the data
collection was done with the library method.

KeyWords: missile capability; defense policy; West Asia; power balance and
neorealism



The Impact of the Elements of the Islamic Revolution of Iran's Soft
Power upon Preventing the Domination System from Launching a

Military Offensive against the Islamic Republic of Iran

Ali Jamali
ABSTRACT

Considering the recurring military threats against the Islamic Republic of Iran
on the part of the arrogant system, this article has been written in order to explore
the role that the soft elements of the Islamic Revolution play in preventing the
domination system from launching a military offensive against the Islamic Republic
of Iran. This research is aimed at explaining the role that the factors of the Islamic
Republic of Iran’s soft power plays in preventing the domination system from
starting a military offensive against the Islamic Republic of Iran, where in order to
answer the main question in this research and explain the role that the factors of
IRI's soft power play in preventing the domination system from launching a
military offensive against the Islamic Republic of Iran, the required information
were collected using library method and doing field work where a questionnaire
comprising of 28 people was developed with an all count sampling method. Finally,
a conclusion was drawn by doing a statistical analysis of the questionnaire. The
results revealed that the elements of the Islamic Republic of Iran's soft power were
very influential in preventing the domination system from launching a military
offensive against the Islamic Republic of Iran. The conducted studies show that in
national environments the factors like faith in God and spirituality, trust in God and
the Divine Succour, being hopeful that triumph will come and not letting
disappointment to affect, martyrdom spirit and self-sacrifice and believing the
principle of 'guardianship of the Islamic jurist', and in transnational environments,
factors like strategic depth in sensitive and important areas of the world, the
propagation of the idea of 'revolutionary Islam' in the world, supporting the
liberating movements and the oppressed of the world have been among the most
influential factors in preventing military offensives on the part of the domination
system.

KeyWords: soft power; domination system; the Islamic Revolution; power;
military offensive
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Identifying the Indices of Islamic Republic of Iran's Regional
Leadership and Its Impact on Developing the Islamic Republic of Iran's

Outward Depth

Behzad Ghasemi and Mohammad Mobini
ABSTRACT

Iran has been having a privileged status in the West Asia countries, notably in the region
in terms of history, culture, and political geography. As the regional leader, today, the Islamic
Republic of Iran has the potentials and indices of leadership to develop Iran's outward depth
.The present article aims at identifying and introducing the Islamic Republic of Iran's
indicators of regional leadership. The current research is of fundamental type and mixed
research method, where the indicators of regional leadership have been identified using
Delphi method, and its validity has been established by using exploratory factor analysis with
its main elements and with orthogonal rotation of Varimax type. The statistical population in
the present research is full enumeration sampling method comprising of the entire academic
elite in the field of regional studies and public management as well as the managers and
researchers working in research centers who were selected using purposive sampling
method. In order to identify the indicators in relation to regional leadership, it addresses, in
the first stage, to develop a regional leadership scale by reviewing the theoretical
fundamentals and the researches previously conducted. In the second stage, it comes to
improve the indicators enumerated in the research literature by referring to the elite and
conducting semi-structured interviews. Finally, in the third stage, an exploratory factor
analysis was used in order to determine which indicators of leadership constitute the main
leadership elements, as well as to establish the relations between the indicators. The Islamic
Republic of Iran's regional leadership indicators include five elements, namely internal
energy, top regulations, capable executives, armed forces and population with science,
technology, economy and interactions (how much they have an influence on nations) also
with twelve indicators. It appears, based on the results and findings of the research, that the
Islamic Republic of Iran's outward depth will likely be developed through identifying,
practicing and continuing the indicators of regional leadership. The objective body of samples

and extensions provided in this research substantiate this hypothesis.

KeyWords: regional leadership; internal energy; science and technology;
having an influence on nations; developing the Islamic Revolution's outward depth.
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